THE   YEZIDEES

the Mohammedans, do not believe in His crucifixion;
but declare that He ascended to heaven just before
that event took place, some saying that the angel
Gabriel took our Lord's place on the Cross, while
others say Judas was the real victim. They are
looking forward to the second coming of Christ and
also to the reappearance of the Imam; this latter
being also the Mohammedan's hope. Their patron
saint is one called Sheikh Adi, who is supposed to
have lived many years before Mohammed ; but very
little is known of his history.

They reverence the sun, and are in the habit of
kissing the object on which its first rays fall. Fire
as a symbol is also connected with their worship, the
disciples frequently passing their hands through the
flame, kissing them, and then rubbing them over their
faces, They have four orders of priesthood, which is
hereditary, and consists of the Pirs, Sheikhs, Cawals,
and the Fakirs.

The Firs (from a Persian word meaning old man)
are the most reverenced next to their great sheikh or
head of the sect, These are believed to possess the
power not only of interceding for their adherents,
but also of curing disease and insanity. They are
supposed to lead a life of great sanctity, and are in
consequence much looked up to by the people.

The Sheikhs come next in order of rank. These
are supposed to know a little Arabic, as their work is
to write the hymns which are chanted at their reli-
gious services. They guard the tomb of Sheikh Adi,
bring fuel to keep up the holy fire, and provisions to
those who dwell within the shrine.

The third rank of priesthood is perhaps the most
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